The  Crowd in  Peace and War

and gathers in the first instance around a freely thinking
individual as its nucleus, the instinct of self-preservation
makes the members of every crowd fear, and therefore
tend to hate, any individual who differs from them.
Bees not only kill stranger bees from another hive, but
also individuals from their own hive who have strayed
away for some days and then find a belated way back.
Tribes of low development in the Amazon forests act
in the same manner. They kill every Indian belonging
to another tribe who comes in their way; and if one of
their own tribe is absent for six months or more they
kill him likewise on his return. Rubber agents are aware
of this fact and used to avail themselves of it to enlist
rubber gatherers. They had only to catch an Indian and
keep him away from his tribe for about that length of
time and he inevitably became their man for life. If
he ran away from them there was nowhere for him to go;
his old tribe would kill him and so would the members
of any other tribe. Their tribal instinct of self-preserva-
tion took that form.

Intolerance finds its classic exemplification in religious
bodies, and those not of one age or religion but of all
ages and all religions. Witness, as an ancient example,
the destruction with which the priesthood of Thebes
overwhelmed the reforms and the memory of the first
great monotheist, the Pharaoh Amenhotep IV. Medi-
aeval bigots were not more thorough. Whenever a par-
ticular kind of crowd manifests in successive generations
over a long period a similar imperfection, the reason is to
be sought not in some vice of the people involved, but in
the nature of the crowd itself, that is to say in the nature
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